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Rufford Abbey Country Park
Ollerton, Newark,
Nottinghamshire NG22 9DF
Tel: 01623 822944
Fax: 01623 824840
e-mail: rufford.park@nottscc.gov.uk
Parking: £3.00

Sherwood Forest National 
Nature Reserve
Edwinstowe,
Nottinghamshire NG21 9HN
Tel/Fax: 01623 823202
e-mail: sherwood.forest@nottscc.
gov.uk
Parking: £3.00

The County Council sometimes takes photographs at events for publicity 
purposes in printed material, for the website and for the local media. 

Wherever possible, we will seek the permission of individuals featured in 
close up but please note that this is not practicable in general or group shots.

For further details of opening times and visitor facilities contact the
relevant park or see www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countryparks

Symbols
Look for these symbols throughout the programme:

  Adult supervision required. Under 18s attending these 
events must be accompanied by an adult.

 Charge for event. All other events FREE.

 Pre-booking essential 

	 Following instructions given.

 Suitable for visitors with limited mobility. 

 No dogs allowed.

Bad Weather:  All outdoor events are subject to the weather and may 
occasionally be altered or cancelled.  Please ring ahead to check 
what’s happening if you are travelling some distance.

Access: Every effort is made to 
ensure events are as inclusive 
as possible, but individual 
needs differ.  Please call us 
for a chat if you have specific 
mobility or access needs.

General Information

© Copyright Universal 2010.
Picture on front cover from

Universal Pictures Motion Picture ‘Robin Hood’ 2010.



Saturday 24th and
Sunday 25th April
Grand Historical Bazaar
11am - 4.30pm
Come along and take part in, or 
simply visit, our second annual 
large historical multi-period Bring 
and Buy sale! Suitable for individual 
re-enactors and groups of all eras, 
historical traders and enthusiasts, 
there’s plenty to buy and look 
at. Bring along those unwanted 
historical or historically themed items! 
It’s a chance to sell, swap, buy, or 
even give away, all manner of new 
and second hand items, including: 
clothing, uniforms, model soldiers, 
militaria, equipment, weaponry, 
antiques, pictures, prints & postcards, 
books, DVDs, games and more.

Re-enactors will be in period 
costume with living history 
activities and displays taking place 
throughout the weekend. The three 
main selling areas will be a living 
history area, a traders’ market and 
a large marquee tent. 

Stall holders, re-enactors, traders 
and others wishing to take part, 
can book a modestly priced selling 
pitch. Book both days in advance 
and get a discount. Overnight 
camping is available onsite for all 
registered participants. For full event 
details please contact Howard Giles 
at EventPlan on 01509 815645. To 
book online visit www.eventplan.
co.uk/RuffordBazaar2010.htm

Rufford Abbey Country Park
March

Saturday 27th March -
Sunday 11th April
The Easter Bunny Trail
11am - 3.30pm
The Easter Bunny has left a trail of 
dinosaur Easter eggs around the 
park. Can you fi nd all of the eggs 
and work out if any are missing? 
With luck you might even spot the 
super-secret golden egg. Return 
your answer sheets to collect a 
reward. Tickets for this special trail 
for children are £1.50 each and 
are on sale from the shop at the 
craft centre.

May

Saturday 8th and
Sunday 9th May
The Midland Kite Fliers
10.30am to 4pm
Have you ever wanted to learn how 
to fl y a kite? If so, then why not come 
along and watch some expert kite 
fl iers. Talk to members of Midland 
Kite Fliers, and maybe buy your own 
kite! Or, for a small charge of £2, 
make you very own kite. All of this 
will be taking place on the Abbey 
lawn behind the main building.

April



Saturday 22nd and
Sunday 23rd May
Spring Craft and Gift Market
10am - 4.30pm
Browse stalls selling handmade 
gift and craft items. Cards, toys, 
jewellery, sweets and speciality foods 
are just some of the items that may 
be available. So whether you are 
looking for that unique gift or just 
enjoy browsing, why not come and 
take a look. Market takes place in 
the marquee in front of the Abbey.

June

Wednesday 2nd June
Peter Presto
2pm and 3.15pm
Peter Presto, the amazingly funny 
family entertainer, is returning 
to Rufford this afternoon. With a 
pocketful of amazing tricks and a 
barrel of laughs thrown in for good 
measure, there is always something 
to amuse adults and children alike. 
Peter also puts on an excellent 
traditional Punch and Judy show 
which will be included as part of the 
second show. Please note this is an 
outdoor performance and may be 
cancelled if the weather is inclement 
– ring ahead to check if travelling 
some distance.

Saturday 15th and Sunday 
16th May 
Medieval Outlaws, 
Knights and Combat
11am - 4.30pm
We’re celebrating the release of a 
brand new Robin Hood movie.  The 
fi lm, by Hollywood director Ridley 
Scott, stars Russell Crowe and Cate 
Blanchett, and brings our local 
hero back to the big screen.  To 
get in the medieval mood, head to 
Rufford Abbey this weekend for a 
fabulous living history experience.

The clash of steel weaponry and 
the sight of fl ying arrows will be 
evident as Sherwood outlaws and 
Sheriff’s men fi ght it out each day. 
Walk through the colourful tented 
encampments, meet armoured 
knights, soldiers, craftsmen, civilian 
camp followers and their families.  
 
Experience the smells sounds 
and sights of medieval life, with 
cooking demonstrations, games, 
bow making and other period 
activities. There’ll also be music, 
song and dance to get you in a 
merry medieval mood. Browse and 
buy in a medieval market, try on 
real armour, even have a go at 
target shooting with a real longbow. 
Watch a large medieval catapult 
in action as you cheer on period 
soldiers in thrilling tournament and 
deadly combat. With something 
of interest for all the family, it’s a 
weekend not to be missed! 

May



Sunday 6th June
Nottingham Symphonic
Wind Orchestra
2pm – 4pm
Since its formation in 1987, The 
Nottingham Symphonic Wind 
Orchestra has become established as 
one of the leading groups of its kind, 
known for its exciting and diverse 
concert performances. The group has 
won national awards for performing 
music at the highest level at both home 
and abroad. Further information can 
be found on the group’s website. Visit 
www.nottinghamsymphonicwinds.
org.uk   Please note this is an outdoor 
performance and may be cancelled if 
the weather is inclement.

Saturday 12th and
Sunday 13th June
New Writers UK
10am – 4pm
Do you have a book in you or have 
you written a book and don’t know 
what to do next? New Writers UK is 
a group that can offer advice and 
support. Displays, workshops and talks 
will be taking place over both days in 
the marquee at the front of the Abbey.

July

Saturday 10th and
Sunday 11th July
Monks and Minors
11am - 3pm each day
The Mansfi eld branch of the Morris 
Minors Owners Club will be holding 
a rally this weekend at Rufford 
following last year’s fi rst ever event. 
This year, we will be hosting up to 
60 vehicles which will be on display 
in front of the Abbey. For further 
details about the group and latest 
information on the event,
visit www.madmog.mmoc.org.uk

Sunday 25th July
Newark Town Band
2pm – 4pm
This excellent local brass band will 
be performing this afternoon in the 
Coach House courtyard against 
the backdrop of the Abbey. More 
information can be found about this 
band on their website. Visit
www.newarktownband.org.uk. 
Please note in the event of bad 
weather this event may be changed 
or cancelled.

June

Coming soon!  Note the new event date!
Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th September, 11am - 4.30pm

On the Home Front 1939-45
Following last year’s huge success, the 1940s return to Rufford Abbey for a 
fourth year – with an even bigger event! Experience the sights, sounds, style 
and ambiance of wartime Britain.  From the Land Army to Swing Dancing, 
All allied and civilian re-enactors and period vehicle owners welcome (must 
be pre booked). For more details please contact Howard Giles at Eventplan 
on 01509 815645 or visit www.eventplan.co.uk/Rufford1940s2010.htm
Something for all the family - make a nostalgic note in your diary!



In the Footsteps of Outlaws 
Available daily - £1 per leafl et

Discover more about Sherwood’s outlaws, legends and forest
wildlife on this self-guided trail for all the family.

Sherwood Forest National Nature Reserve

‘Active 8’ Sherwood 2010

Look out for our FREE have a go events designed to get you more 
active in the forest whilst having some fun at the same time!

New for 2010
This year Sherwood Forest Visitor Centre and

Nottingham Castle are both hosting exhibitions through the
spring and summer, to celebrate the long awaited Ridley Scott fi lm, 

ROBIN HOOD, which is due to be launched in May.
Designed and installed by the makers of the fi lm,

Universal Pictures, this FREE exhibition, supported by
East Midlands Development Agency (emda),

opens at Sherwood on 23rd March!

Sherwood Forest
Conservation Volunteers

Third Sunday of each month (excluding August)

Help the rangers look after Nottinghamshire’s only
National Nature Reserve and at the same time have fun, learn 

new skills, meet new people and get fi tter!  We’ll provide the tools, 
training and the all important tea and biscuits. 

Meet at the visitor centre at 10am. (Not suitable for under 14s.
14-18 year olds must be accompanied by an adult)



March

Saturday 27th March – Sunday 
11th April
Have A Go Archery
Between 11am and 4pm
Fun for all ages as we invite all 
budding outlaws to try their hand at 
longbow archery in the shadow of the 
mighty Major Oak. Fingers crossed 
for good weather to make sure this 
event takes place. £2 for 5 arrows.

Saturday 27th March
- Sunday 11th April
Robin Hood’s Easter Egg Trail
11am – 3pm daily
Follow this self-guided trail around 
the visitor centre and woodland to 
discover lots of ‘egg-citing’ facts about 
Sherwood Forest and Robin Hood. 
Complete all the clues and claim your 
chocolate reward! £1 per trail leafl et. 

Saturday 27th March
Medieval Time Travellers
11.30 am – 1pm and
1.30pm – 3pm
Come along and meet ‘retired’ 
outlaws Hob and Ket, outlaws by 
name and inlaws by marriage! Listen 
to their tales of daring exploits and, if 
you ask nicely, they may tell you how 
they once saved Maid Marian from a 
terrible fate!

Sunday 28th March
The Legend Lives On!
12 noon, 2pm and 3.30pm
Meet some of the colourful 
costumed characters from the 
Oakwood Outlaws, today at the 
visitor centre. Be amazed as the 
lads and lasses get ‘close up and 
personal’ when they demonstrate 
their medieval combat skills.

April

International Year of Biodiversity
Help us join in global celebrations of the
wealth and variety of our natural world.
Due to its ancient history, Sherwood is 
home to some of Europe’s rarest creatures and, in this special year, 
we invite you to join in a series of FREE one-off events exploring this 
remarkable forest - right on your doorstep!

Saturday 17th April  9.30am - 11.30am Spring Bird Watch
Saturday 8th May 4.30am - 6.30am Dawn Chorus in the Forest
Saturday 5th June 8.30pm - 10.30pm Nightjar Search
Sunday 6th June 11am – 4pm Minibeast Day
Friday 25th June 8.30pm – midnight Moth Night
Saturday 3rd July 8.30pm-10.30pm Glow Worm Walk
Sunday 11th July 11am – 4pm Insect Expedition Day!



April

Friday 2nd April
Medieval Knight
Hospitalier
Between 12noon and 4pm
Meet medieval Knight Hospitalier, 
Justin De Frais, as he rests for a while 
in the visitor centre after his long 
journey back from the Holy Land. 
Listen to his tales of blood, gore and 
adventure!

Saturday 3rd April
Easter Craft Event
Hourly sessions starting at 
10.30am, 12 noon, 1.30pm and 3pm
Today the kids can get crafty 
with the help of skilled woodland 
craftsperson, Samantha. Create your 
very own Easter basket perfect for 
carrying those chocolate eggs in! 
Pre-booking is essential on 01623 
823202. £4 per basket. 

Sunday 4th April
In the Footsteps of
Robin Hood
12 noon -1pm and 2.30pm - 
3.30pm
Return to the year 1248 and follow 
in the footsteps of Robin Hood. 
Journey back through time with 
Robert of Wentbridge, one of 
Robin’s faithful band, as he leads 
you on a gentle wander through the 
forest, telling tales of Sherwood’s 
most famous outlaw. Adults £3 
children £1.50.

Monday 5th April 
‘Lord and Lady of the 
Greenwood’
Between 11.30am – 1.30pm and 
2pm – 4pm
Robin Hood and Marian will be 
welcoming you to their legendary 
home this Bank Holiday. Listen to 
tales of legends and folklore as this 
merry couple wander the greenwood 
path.

Thursday 8th April
Medieval Time Traveller
2.30pm – 4pm
Since Robin Hood’s time, rangers 
have been looking after Sherwood 
Forest. Today, you can join a 
‘medieval’ forest ranger and travel 
back in time to the 13th century. 
Discover, amongst other things, why 
the strict forest laws imposed by the 
King helped to conserve the forest for 
the future ‘by hook or by crook’! Pre-
booking is essential by calling 01623 
823202. Adults £3, children £1.50.

Saturday 10th April
‘Active 8’ Sherwood -
Circus Skills
12 noon onwards
Learn some new party tricks to 
impress your friends with whilst 
getting active at the same time!

 



April

Sunday 11th April
Woodland Craft Day -
Basket Making Workshop
10am – 3pm
Learn a new skill at the visitor centre 
and come along and craft your 
very own willow basket with expert 
tuition from woodland crafts people, 
Ray Lister and Samantha Pearce. 
Places are limited to 10 people so 
pre-booking is essential on 01623 
823202. £25 per basket. 

Saturday 17th April
Spring Bird Watch - 
International Year of 
Biodiversity Event
9.30am -11.30am
Enjoy a gentle stroll around 
Sherwood Forest in early spring in 
the company of our expert ranger 
and learn more about some of the 
60 species of birds which spend the 
spring and summer in and around 
this ancient forest. April is one 
of the best months for observing 
Sherwood’s birds, just before they 
become hidden from view by the 
forest’s green canopy, so bring 
binoculars if you have them. Meet at 
the visitor centre gates.

Sunday 18th April
Sherwood Forest
Conservation Volunteers
10am start
See panel for details.

Sunday 18th April
Friends of the Birds -
A Day with the RSPB
11am onwards
Learn more about the birds of 
Sherwood from this dedicated 
team of local enthusiasts who will 
be answering your questions in the 
visitor centre today.

Saturday 24th April
Active 8 Sherwood -
Nordic Walking
11.30am – 12.30pm and 
2.30pm – 3.30pm
Designed as a summer training 
workout for cross-country skiers, Nordic 
walking is essentially skiing without 
the snow! Why not enjoy a ‘walk with 
a difference’ through the forest and 
help to improve your posture and 
core stability as well as strengthen 
your heart. Personal trainer, Mary 
Elsam, will be on hand to give you a 
basic introduction to this increasingly 
popular activity. Pre-booking is 
advisable on 01623 823202.



May

The Robin Hood Month of May
This spring sees the release of a new 
blockbuster movie about local lad Robin 
Hood. Starring Russell Crowe and Cate 
Blanchett, the fi lm is sure to be popular. 
Throughout Nottinghamshire, activities are 
being staged to celebrate our hero which are 
supported by East Midlands Development 
Agency (emda). Here in Robin’s legendary 
forest we’re holding a month long celebration 
of the legend. There will be lots to do 
including displays of medieval combat skills, 
have a go archery, storytelling walks, medieval 
encampments, craftspeople and traditional 
May Day celebrations all ending with the 
Silver Arrow Challenge. This month will see 
‘outlaw entertainment’ for all the family! 

Saturday 1st & Sunday 2nd May Medieval Merriment Weekend
Monday 3rd May May Day in Robin Hood’s Village 
Wednesday 5th May Evening Story Walk
Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th May Have a Go Archery
Saturday 8th May Medieval Knight Hospitalier
Sunday 9th May The Legend Comes to Life
Sunday 9th May Daytime Story Walk
Wednesday 12th May Evening Story Walk
Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th May Medieval Forest Life Weekend
Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th May Lord and Lady of the Greenwood
Sunday 16th May Daytime Story Walk
Wednesday 19th May Evening Story Walk 
Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd May Have a Go Archery
Saturday 22nd May The Legend Comes to Life
Sunday 23rd May Medieval Time Travellers
Sunday 23rd May Daytime Story Walk
Wednesday 26th May Evening Story Walk
Saturday 29th - Monday 31st May  Living Legend Weekend 
Sunday 30th May Daytime Story Walk

For full details see daily listings



May

Saturday 1st May
Woodland Craft Event - Stool
Making Workshop
10am – 3pm
Learn a new skill and create a very 
special piece of furniture for your 
home or garden using traditional 
craft techniques under the expert 
tuition of woodland crafts people, 
Ray Lister and Samantha Pearce. 
Tea and coffee will be provided 
but please bring a packed lunch 
or, alternately, hot food can be 
purchased in the Forest Table 
Restaurant. Places are limited so 
pre-booking is essential on 01623 
823202. £30 per stool.

Saturday 1st, Sunday 2nd and 
Monday 3rd May
Medieval Merriment
A weekend of medieval merriment 
to kick off our Robin Hood month 
and lead us up to our annual May 
Day Celebrations on Monday with 
costumed characters, medieval 
combat displays, traditional crafts, 
medieval tomfoolery, have a go 
archery and story walks - there’s 
something for all the family to enjoy.

Monday 3rd May
May Day with
Robin Hood’s Village
11am from Edwinstowe Library
12.30pm in the visitor centre
Join Robin Hood and the good 
people of Edwinstowe as they 
welcome the return of the summer 
sun and celebrate the world’s most 
famous forest. Sherwood’s own ‘Jack 
in the Green’ will lead a May Day 
procession of colourful characters 
from Robin Hood’s village into the 
forest. The Merry Outlaws, jesters 
and the Forester’s Morris Men will 
entertain. A second procession will 
leave mid afternoon to the Major 
Oak for a traditional blessing.

Medieval Merriment 
Weekend

Saturday and Sunday
Please check daily listings for details.

11am – 4pm
Have a go Archery with The Forest 

Archer. £2 for 5 arrows.
11.30am – 1pm / 1.30pm – 3pm

Learn more about medieval life 
with The Birkland Outlaws. 

12noon, 2pm and 3.30pm
Medieval combat displays with

The Oakwood Outlaws.
12.30pm and 2.30pm

In the Footsteps of Robin Hood – 
take a story walk from the visitor 
centre with Robert of Wentbridge 

Adults £3, children £1.50.
12 noon – 4pm

Medieval tomfoolery with
mischief maker Simple Tom



May
Wednesday 5th May
Tales in the Forest -
Evening Story Walk
with Nottinghamshire Libraries
7.30 pm start
Join storyteller, Nicky Rafferty, as she 
brings tales of the forest to life during 
this evening story walk for the grown-
ups. Be part of the magic as she 
weaves medieval tales from the times 
of Robin Hood into your journey.
Pre booking is essential on 0115 
924 5296 or 0115 977 4401. Please 
note: this event is suitable for adults 
and children 14 years and over.

Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th May
Have a Go Archery
Between 11am and 4pm
Fun for all ages as we invite all 
budding outlaws to try their hand at 
longbow archery in the shadow of the 
mighty Major Oak. Fingers crossed 
for good weather to make sure this 
event takes place. £2 for 5 arrows.

Saturday 8th May
Dawn Chorus in the Forest 
- International Year of 
Biodiversity Event
4.30am to 6.30am
Set your alarm clock for an 
experience not to be missed and 
one you’ll be talking about for weeks 
afterwards. Wrap up warm and join 
us for a gentle stroll through this 
ancient forest to enjoy a magical 
early morning concert courtesy of 
the birds of Sherwood. Pre-booking 
is essential on 01623 823202.

Saturday 8th May
Medieval Knight
Hospitalier
Between 12 noon and 4pm
Meet medieval Knight Hospitalier, 
Justin De Frais, as he rests for a 
while in the visitor centre after his 
long journey back from the Holy 
Land. Listen to his tales of blood, 
gore and adventure!

Sunday 9th May
The Legend Comes
to Life
Between 12 noon and 4pm
Hear tales of daring exploits and 
marvel at the skills of the medieval 
archer in the shadow of the mighty 
Major Oak, where Robin himself 
learnt to shoot.

Sunday 9th May
Family Tales in the Forest -
Storytelling with
Nottinghamshire Libraries
1pm start
Bring the family and join storyteller, 
Nicky Rafferty, as she tells tales of 
the forest in Robin Hood’s legendary 
home, weaving medieval stories 
from the times of the famous outlaw 
into a gentle woodland walk. For 
more information telephone 0115 
924 5296 or 0115 977 4401.



May
Wednesday 12th May
Tales in the Forest -
Evening Story Walk
with Nottinghamshire Libraries
7.30 pm start
Join storyteller, Nicky Rafferty, as she 
brings tales of the forest to life during 
this evening story walk for the grown-
ups. Be part of the magic as she 
weaves medieval tales from the times 
of Robin Hood into your journey. Pre 
booking is essential on 0115 924 
5296 or 0115 977 4401. Please 
note: this event is suitable for adults 
and children 14 years and over.

Saturday 15th and
Sunday 16th May
Medieval Forest Life Weekend
11am – 4pm 
Step back in time with the Savile 
household as they recreate a 
medieval forest encampment 
featuring a range of craftspeople, 
with displays of combat and archery 
as well as demonstrations of cooking 
and woodturning – all against the 
backdrop of the mighty Major Oak.

Saturday 15th and
Sunday 16th May
The Merry Outlaws - ‘Lord and 
Lady of the Greenwood’
11am onwards
Robin Hood and Marian will 
welcome you to their legendary 
home this weekend. Listen to tales 
of legends and folklore as this merry 
couple wander the greenwood path.

Saturday 15th May
Archaeology Talk
2pm
Join Nottinghamshire County 
Council’s Community Archaeology 
Team for this FREE event when all 
will be revealed about medieval 
Sherwood. This absorbing 45 minute 
talk will explain some fascinating 
facts behind the laws of the forest 
and life at the time of Robin Hood. 
Meet at the rangers’ offi ce.

Saturday 15th May
Event Photography
Masterclass
10am – 4pm
Robin Hood in action! Refi ne your 
photographic techniques to take 
shots that tell a story and capture 
a true feeling of action. Focus on 
Robin Hood, Maid Marion and the 
many characters in the medieval 
encampment as your subjects. For 
full details and to make a booking, 
please visit www.goingdigital.co.uk 
or telephone 07970 427381.

Sunday 16th May
Family Tales in the Forest -
Storytelling with
Nottinghamshire Libraries
1pm start
Bring the whole family along and 
join storyteller, Nicky Rafferty, as 
she brings tales of the forest to 
life during this story walk. Feel the 
magic as she weaves medieval tales 
from the times of Robin Hood into 
your journey. For further information 
contact 0115 924 5296 or
0115 977 4401.



May
Sunday 16th May
Sherwood Forest
Conservation Volunteers
10am start
See panel for details.

Sunday 16th May
Travel Photography -
Events, People
and Places
10am – 4pm 
Learn how to capture the true 
fl avour of events and holidays in 
your photographs, using Sherwood 
Forest and the medieval characters 
taking part in Robin Hood Month as 
your subjects. For full details and to 
make a booking, please visit www.
goingdigital.co.uk or telephone 
07970 427381.

Wednesday 19th May
Tales in the Forest -
Evening Story Walk
with Nottinghamshire Libraries
7.30 pm start
Join storyteller, Nicky Rafferty, as 
she brings tales of the forest to life 
during this evening story walk for the 
grown-ups.  Be part of the magic 
as she weaves medieval tales from 
the times of Robin Hood into your 
journey. Pre booking is essential on 
0115 924 5296 or 0115 977 4401. 
Please note: this event is suitable 
for adults and children 14 years and 
over.

Saturday 22nd May
Getting Started with
GPS and
Digital Maps
This one day course is an easy to 
understand introduction to using 
GPS and digital maps. The day is 
a mixture of classroom activity and 
practical exercises using GPS with 
waypoints and routes downloaded 
from a digital map system. Basic 
GPS safety techniques will also 
be considered as well as how to 
choose a GPS that is right for your 
needs. £65 per person. For more 
information about this course visit 
www.gpstraining.co.uk or phone 
01768 885855.

Saturday 22nd May
The Legend
Comes to Life
Between 12 noon and 4pm
Hear tales of daring exploits and 
marvel at the skills of the medieval 
archer in the shadow of the mighty 
Major Oak, where Robin himself 
learnt to shoot.

Saturday 22nd and
Sunday 23rd May
Have a Go Archery
Between 11am and 4pm
Fun for all ages as we invite all 
budding outlaws to try their hand 
at longbow archery in the shadow 
of the mighty Major Oak. Fingers 
crossed for good weather to make 
sure this event takes place. £2 for 5 
arrows.



May
Sunday 23rd May
Medieval Time Travellers
11.30 am – 1pm and
1.30pm – 3pm
Come along and meet ‘retired’ 
outlaws Hob and Ket, outlaws by 
name and inlaws by marriage! Listen 
to their tales of daring exploits and, 
if you ask nicely, they may tell you 
how they once saved Maid Marian 
from a terrible fate!

Sunday 23rd May
Going Further
with GPS and
Digital Maps
This will be a day of practical route 
planning and creation. You will be 
downloading and uploading routes 
and tracks between GPS and three 
dimensional digital map systems. 
There will also be an opportunity to 
design and walk some routes and 
practice the skills you have learnt. 
Advance safety techniques will be 
considered and you’ll also learn 
how to use your GPS abroad with 
different map systems and download 
waypoints from the Internet. The 
latest developments in Geocaching 
& GeoTrailing™ will also be 
explained. £65 per person. For more 
information about this course visit 
www.gpstraining.co.uk or phone 
01768 885855.

Sunday 23rd May
Family Tales in the Forest -
Storytelling with
Nottinghamshire Libraries
1pm start
Bring the whole family along and 
join storyteller, Nicky Rafferty, as 
she brings tales of the forest to 
life during this story walk. Feel the 
magic as she weaves medieval tales 
from the times of Robin Hood into 
your journey. For further information 
contact 0115 924 5296 or 0115 
977 4401.

Wednesday 26th May
Tales in the Forest -
Evening Story Walk
with Nottinghamshire Libraries
7.30 pm start
Join storyteller, Nicky Rafferty, as 
she brings tales of the forest to life 
during this evening story walk for 
the grown-ups.  Feel the magic as 
she weaves medieval tales from 
the times of Robin Hood into your 
journey. Pre booking is essential on 
0115 924 5296 or 0115 977 4401. 
Please note: this event is suitable 
for adults and children 14 years and 
over.



May
Saturday 29th May
The Legend Comes to Life
Between 12 noon and 4pm
Hear tales of daring exploits and 
marvel at the skills of the medieval 
archer in the shadow of the mighty 
Major Oak, where Robin himself 
learnt to shoot.

Sunday 30th and
Monday 31st May
Have a Go Archery
Between 11am and 4pm
Fun for all ages as we invite all 
budding outlaws to try their hand at 
longbow archery in the shadow of the 
mighty Major Oak. Fingers crossed 
for good weather to make sure this 
event takes place. £2 for 5 arrows.

Sunday 30th May
The Legend Lives On!
12 noon, 2pm and 3.30pm
Meet some of the colourful 
costumed characters from the 
Oakwood Outlaws, today at the 
visitor centre. Be amazed as the 
lads and lasses get ‘close up and 
personal’ when they demonstrate 
their medieval combat skills.

Sunday 30th May
Family Tales in the Forest -
Storytelling with
Nottinghamshire Libraries
1pm start
Bring the whole family along and 
join storyteller, Nicky Rafferty, as she 
brings tales of the forest to life during 
this story walk. Feel the magic as she 
weaves medieval tales from the times 
of Robin Hood into your journey. For 
further information contact 0115 924 
5296 or 0115 977 4401.

Monday 31st May
Medieval Time Travellers
11.30 am – 1pm and
1.30pm – 3pm
Come along and meet ‘retired’ 
outlaws Hob and Ket, outlaws by 
name and in-laws by marriage! 
Listen to their tales of daring exploits 
and, if you ask nicely, they may 
tell you how they once saved Maid 
Marian from a terrible fate!

Monday 31st May
Simple Tom -
The Mischief Maker
Between 12noon and 4pm
Medieval mischief making 
guaranteed to put a smile on your 
face wherever you might bump into 
this playful buffoon!

Living Legend Weekend
Saturday 29th to Monday 31st May

Robin Hood Month ends in true medieval style with have a go
archery, medieval combat displays, longbow archery demonstrations,

storytelling and the chance to take part in the Silver Arrow
Challenge on  Bank Holiday Monday.
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Monday 31st May
The Silver Arrow Challenge!
3pm
Calling all budding Robin Hoods 
and Maid Marians aged 8 years and 
over. Round off Robin Hood Month 
by taking part in this special archery 
challenge underneath the Major 
Oak. Use your skills for a chance to 
win the Silver Arrow Trophy! Pick up 
the FREE competition entry voucher 
available from the visitor information 
point. Three lucky entrants from 
each age category: 8 – 11 years, 12 
– 14 years, and 14 years and above
will be drawn from the hat.

June

Tuesday 1st June
In the Footsteps of Robin Hood
12 noon - 1pm and
2.30pm - 3.30pm
See Sunday 4th April for details.

Friday 4th June
Medieval Knight
Hospitalier
Between 12 noon and 4pm
Meet medieval Knight Hospitalier, 
Justin De Frais, as he rests for a 
while in the visitor centre after his 
long journey back from the Holy 
Land. Listen to his tales of blood, 
gore and adventure!

Saturday 5th June
Nightjar Search - International 
Year of Biodiversity Event
8.30pm – 10.30pm
Join us as we search for and listen 
to one of the strangest birds on 
the forest heaths of Sherwood. It’s 
just like being in your own wildlife 
programme! Pre-booking is essential 
on 01623 823202. Please note this 
event is not suitable for under 12s.

Sunday 6th June
Minibeast Day - International 
Year of Biodiversity Event
Between 11am and 4pm
Sherwood Forest National Nature 
Reserve is world famous for its 
ancient oaks but did you know that 
over 1500 different invertebrates 
and 200 species of spiders have also 
been recorded on site. Why not come 
along and get involved with a mini-
beast hunt under the expert guidance 
of a Sherwood ranger and local bug 
experts Trevor and Dilys Pendleton. 
All equipment will be provided and 
guidance will be given to help you 
identify insects found on the day. 
Don’t forget your camera and please 
wear suitable clothing and footwear 
as those nettles can really sting!

Sunday 13th June
Active 8 Sherwood - ‘Yoga-Lates’
11.30am – 12.30pm and 
2.30pm – 3.30pm
Join personal trainer, Mary Elsam, 
on one of our free have a go events 
designed to get you more active 
in the forest. Today she will be 
providing an introduction to this
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gentle exercise done on a mat either 
sitting or lying down. Essentially, 
‘Yoga-lates’ is a combination of 
Pilates and Yoga and helps to create 
an awareness of the spine whilst 
developing proper breathing, core 
strength and fl exibility. Pre-booking 
is advisable on 01623 823202.

Sunday 20th June
Sherwood Forest
Conservation Volunteers
10am start
See panel for details

Sunday 20th June
The Legend Lives On!
12 noon, 2pm and 3.30pm
Meet some of the colourful costumed 
characters from the Oakwood Outlaws, 
today at the visitor centre. Be amazed 
as the lads and lasses get ‘close up and 
personal’ when they demonstrate their 
medieval combat skills.

Friday 25th June
Moth Night - International Year 
of Biodiversity Event
8.30pm – midnight
Have you ever wondered which moths 
fl y around Sherwood Forest National 
Nature Reserve at night? As part of 
National Insect Week the rangers and 
local experts will be on hand to help 
you identify moths that come to light 
traps located in the ancient woodland 
of Sherwood. Please remember 
to bring a torch and wear suitable 
clothing for this FREE event. Meet 
at the visitor centre. Pre-booking is 
essential on 01623 823202.

July

Saturday 3rd July
Glow Worm Walk -
International Year of 
Biodiversity Event
8.30pm – 10.30pm
The intense glow from the fl ightless 
female glow worm is one of nature’s 
marvels. Local experts Trevor and 
Dilys Pendleton will be on hand to 
reveal some of the mysteries relating 
to these insects as you explore the 
forest by night. A gentle walk of 
approximately 2.5 miles will give 
you the best chance of seeing 
glow worms and maybe a bat or 
two. Please bring a torch and wear 
suitable footwear and clothing. 
Weather permitting, we should enjoy 
some close encounters with these 
fascinating creatures. Pre-booking is 
essential on 01623 823202.

Sunday 11th July
Insect Expedition Day! 
- International Year of 
Biodiversity Event
Between 11am and 4pm
Come along to this FREE event 
and enjoy a gentle stroll around 
the ancient forest of Sherwood with 
our rangers and local insect experts 
Trevor and Dilys Pendleton. Weather 
permitting you may catch a glimpse 
of the rare Welsh Clearwing day fl ying 
moth; Sherwood Forest is one of only 
two sites in England where the moth 
has been recorded. The activities 
will be based in the centre with 
‘Expeditions’ into the forest, leaving 
at regular intervals throughout the 
day. Please wear suitable clothing and 
don’t forget to cover up those legs! 
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Sunday 18th July
Sherwood Forest
Conservation Volunteers
10am start
See panel for details

Sunday 25th July
In the Footsteps of Robin Hood
12 noon -1pm and
2.30pm - 3.30pm
See Sunday 4th April for details.

Tuesday 27th July
Simple Tom -
The Mischief Maker
Between 12 noon and 4pm
See Monday 31st May for details.

August

Sunday 1st August
The Legend Lives On!
12 noon, 2pm and 3.30pm
To get you in the mood for the 
Robin Hood Festival come along 
today and meet some of the 
colourful costumed characters 
from the OAKWOOD OUTLAWS. 
Be amazed as the lads and lasses 
demonstrate their medieval combat 
skills ‘close up and personal’ in the 
visitor centre! 

Don’t miss the

26th Annual

Monday 2nd August to 
Sunday 8th August

A whole host of medieval 
merriment including

Archery • Jousting • Jesting

A fun-fi lled week for all the family!

Admission Free. £3 car parking

More details:
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/

robinhoodfestival



Contacting us
email linda.hardy@nottscc.gov.uk
phone 08449 80 80 80
fax  01623 825919
post  Communities Department, The Abbey,

Rufford Country Park, Ollerton, 
Nottinghamshire NG22 9DF

internet www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countryparks
published February 2010
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HOW TO FIND US

Rufford Country Park
Main entrance on the A614 
Nottingham to Doncaster road, 17 
miles north of Nottingham, 2 miles 
south of Ollerton. Rufford Mill – 
signposted on the Wellow road 
(first right after the main entrance if 
heading north, left before the main 
entrance if travelling south) – follow 
the brown tourist signs.

Sherwood Forest National 
Nature Reserve 
On the B6034 north of Edwinstowe 
village, between the A6075 and the 
A616. From the A614 follow the 
brown tourist signs at the Ollerton 
roundabout.

Public Transport
Call Traveline on 0870 6082608 
(Minicom 0870 2412216) available 
between 7am and 9pm daily, or 
e-mail: buses@nottscc.gov.uk.


